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ABSTRACT 

A survey of Alaska high school s.eniors was conducted 
in fall' 1982 to determine students'* apinions*of their overall^ high 
school experience, tt^eir need for additional assistance in selected 
academic and career planning areas, general demographic information,, 
their planE4 after high school graduation, and specific postsecondary 
plans. A total of 3,505 (60 percent) of the seniors, completed the 
questionnaire. A comparison of college-bound and noncollege-bound 
students covers the following areas: sex, race, school siz^, 
household income, grades earned , and occupational choice. For 
college-bound students^^rnf ormat ion is presented on the state in 
which they planned to^^^ursUe thei r ' postsecondary education, colleges 
in Alaska they planned to^ttend , reasons for institutional choice, 
their familiarity witi^-f^iiancial aid, and plans to return to Alaska 
for those seniors who planned to attend college out of state. 
Findings include that (1) many seniors expressed^ a need for 
assistance in improving mathematics sl^cills and in developing career 
or educational plans, and\(2) seniors who had higher household 
incomes 'and who earned hig^fer grades were m6re likely to plan 
postsecondary education than were .other seniors. A questionnaire 
appended. ( SW) ^ 
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^ ' / " ■ INTRODUCTION 



Historically, large numbers of Alaska's high school . seniors have looked 
"outside" for pursuit of postsecondar^ education. In an e^rt ^to docu- 
ment this pattern and ,to try to understand the underlying'* rnptivations, 
this annual survey of Alaska's seniors has developed. ,The fii;st survey 
report was published for Uhe ,1977-78 academic year this report, repre- 
sents the sixth- in the series. , ' 

During the fall of the 1982-83 school year, Alaska high school seniors 
were asked their opinions of their overall high school experience, their 
heed for additional assista(nce in selected academic and career planning 

areas, and general demographic information, as well as what they planned 

?- 

to do after high school graduation. . Survey results, carK be used for 
administrative and academic planning within the state nnri f-- -nro^ y 
stuc^'^-nt nc ^^^e 1 ' ^ ^'^^'1 isement." - . 



V 



'METHODOLOGY 

A written* questionnaire, consisting of eighteen questions, was sent to 
all 215 Alaska public and private schools identified as having a twelfth, 
grade. ^ 

For, 1982-83, it was estimated that there were 5,830 students enrolled in 
the twelfth grade in Alaska. Of the§e 5,830 seniors, 3,505, or 60 per,- 
cent, responded to this survey. Slightly more than a third (1,306, or 37 
percent) were seniors enrolled in Anchorage area schools. Students from 
Fairbanks accounted for 6 percent, Juneau fpt' 3 percent,* and the remain- 
der of the students in the state accnuntRd f or^ 54 perrnn 

our general groupings of quesLxons weje ini uded in the questionnaire. 
These were: - 

1. those describing demographic characteristics oj the student 
({Sex, race, primary home language, income, etc.); 

2. those describing the high school experiences of the ^ student 
(evaluation of school experiences, and identification of 
possible areas of weakness); 

J. t-hocp describing uhe poo.oecu . Jary plans of the respondent 
(occupational choices, choice of college, post-high school 
^ 4)lans, etc. ) ; and 

4. .those describing the more detailed plans of that group of 
respondents planning to pursue ^ sofDe type of postsecondary 
education. 



: . V • . RESUl-TS AND ANALYSIS 

^A. Demographic Data^ " - f 

The demographic * data indicate; that the students^ who responded are a 
highly , representative sample of the general ;gtenior pqpulation. Thi^s 
conciusion is based upon previous senior surveys and current year esti- 
mates and projections. Approximately half the respondents were male (52 
percent) and half were female (A8 perd:ent); 67 percent were Caucasian, 12 
percent were Alaska Native, 3 jDerc^nt were Black, and small percentages 
y^eie Oriental, Hispanic, or other; 72 percent indicated annual family 
incomes of $15,000 or more; 56 percent indicated 'annual family incomes of 

- ■ ■ ■ ./ " - ■ ' ^ / • 

$25,-000 or more; and -93 percent were ^from homes where English is the 
' primary language spoken. (Details of these results are presented^in 
Appendix B, Tables 22 to 3a)l 



B. High School Experience ^.^ _ _ ^ 

Ranking of High School Experiences. Respondents were^eq^jsced to evalu- 
ate va>4x)us aspects of t4:neir high school experiences using the fol.lowing 
descriptors: outstanding, average, ^^oor, or not provided. Those charac- 
t/6ristics receiving the highest number of "outst^ding" responses were: 
Counseling and Guidance Services, Athletic and RecEeational Facilities, 
Librai^ and Learning Center Facili/ties, and Vocational Training, as 
indicate/ in Table 1. This response' is very similar to the responses of 
recent years. -Also consistent with responses from yeays were ^those 

characteristics receiving th^ least number of "outstanding" resp'onses. 



They were Grades, Marks, or Promotion Policy,^ School Rules and 
Discipline, and Variety of Coifrses. It is interesting to note 'that' 
. Laboratory Facilities wa^ separatecr^ut for the first time this year- and 
it received the lowest^^umber of "outstanding" responses. » 
■ 'j ■ , 

^ • . TABLE 1 . 

DISTRIBUTION OF "OUTSTANDING" RESPONSES 

FOR HIGH SOtiQQi/ CHARACTERISTICS 
'V- '^l . ■ 





lACTERISTICS 


"OUTSTANDING" RESPONSES 




Number • 


Percent 


Counseling and Guidance Services 
Athletic & Recreation (Facilities 
Library,, Learning CentW Facilities 
Vocational Training 
Quality of Instruction \ 
Special Help for Students 
Variety of Courses 
School Rules, Regulations, & 
Discipline 

Grades, 1 Marks, Promotion Policy ^ 
Laboratory Facilities 


1,212 
1,206 
1,001 

981 

830 • 

794 

744 

685 • 
^ 529 
436 


• 34.6 
34.4 
28.6 
28.0 

,23.7 

22.7 p 
21.2 

* 19.5 

15.1 / 
12.4 / 


Overall High School Experience 


1,066 


30.4 / 




Table 2 presents the "poor" ' responses to the high ^chool charagK^ris- 

« 

tics. As "was- ti^ue for' the past two years. Quality of Instruction, 
Vocational Training, and ^Grades, Marks, or Promotion Policy received the 

'fewest "poor"^ ratings. School Rules, Regulations, and Discipline, 
Laboratdry Facilities, Counseling and ^Guidance Services, ancK,Athletic and 

✓-Recreation Facilities receive;d the highest number of "poor" ratings. 



I 



TABLE 2 

DISTRIBUTION OF "POOR" RESPONSES 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS 



: -r— 

CHARACT£RISTICS 


"POOR" 


=?ESPONSES ^ 


Number 


Percent 


r 

School Rules', Regulations, & _ 

Discipline, 
LaDoratory r aciii tii?s * ^ 
'Counselling and guidance Services 
Athletic & Recreation Facilities 
Library, Learning Center Facilities ^• 
Variety of Courses ^ 
Special Help for Students > ^ ^ 
Grades, Marks, Promotion Policy 
Vocatiqnal Training 
Quality of Instruction 


809 
501 
475 
473 

,466 
.' 446 
286 
■285 
228 


24.2 . 
- ■• . 23.1 

^ 14.3' 

13.6 - 
13.5, 

13.3 ■ 
12.7^ 

8.2 
8.1 
6.5 


Overall Hiqh School Experience 


. 34'4 


9.8' ' . 



Although 83.4 percent of the seniors ' rated their overall high school* 
experiences as "average" .or\ "outstanding", this represents a decrease^ 
fEom last/^ear 'when nearly 90 percent of the seniors flid' so. While it is*; 
encouraging that a substantial number of seniors indicated general satis- v 
faction with their^ h;gh school experiences, the Commission will- p.ay' 
special attention to this response in subsequent surveys to see if the 
downward trend continues^,,.. A more complete listing of responses to high 
school experiences and charactexistics may be found in Table 27 of i-^ 



Appendix B. 



A comparison of Tables 1 and 2 shows that Counseling ' and GuifJance , 
Services again evoked strong respoR^es . from the seniors. ^ U ^ranked 
highest i^ "outstanding" ratings and third highest in -"poor" ratings^ 
Even so, 80 pepent of the sehiprs rated Counseling and Guidance Servicers, 
as "average" or "outstanding". . It. is^ also apparent ^ that Laboratory 
Facilities evoked strong negative responses; it ranked lowest in 
"outstanding" ratit4gs and second highest in "^poor" ratings. 
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Further analysis of seniors* evaluation of their fugh school experief^ces^ 
was concluctecl by comparing the assessment of respondents^ from smaTl and 
large schools'. \^r\<\ii schools v?ere idcMititieU as scliuols with ZOU 
studeiUs or' fewer a large schools had more than ..'00 students. lable 3 
shows trie pt'LLefitaiies of "outstanoir^g" respofisi/L> tor small and large 
•.,(..f K.Kj i . ii! .iiinu'>l '^veiy lcil>u, st^niors jt^^^' l^^^'J^- sufiuul^^ had yreattM* 

pfj iLci a. c J Ljr t.I.cHi Lrio:->c' t l ufH oHia 1 1 :5Chuuis. in 1 I 1 vJ 1 a 1 , Ltieif^ were 

V 1 ,1 , , 1 1 !t- L ciL; 1 ' . J 1 f I u I ri 1 1 > I I ' ti Icqc )i I r: Of I U » i l y , I c^ci 1 i 1 1 ( tt j i .c( ilc 1 



. [iiOl IJ !/\l</\r 1 ! h C .1 IC'> f LJr< L/HnI.I /\r^L) ^M/m_L '.H..irn;i 
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Areas ot Improvement. beniors were asked if they felt a ^need for addi- 
tional assistance in the' four areas of writing, r^^eding, mathematics, and 
career plannif^g. Icjole A s[^ows that over half of ttu.^ ^ocniors felt a fu-ed 
for more assistance in mathematics and career pianrung and approxim^^teiy 
4U percenl indicated a need tor assistar^ce in ihe areas ot writing and 
rt^adiny, U bttuuld LjC nuled Lhal, in relation to last year's responses, 
d fiigfiei pen^eiildyc uT -^^wX^w^ cAprebbcd cj^iiccd fur aOUlllunal dbslblciiiue 

li. all fuul ciic:ci:> in t.ilfliiy, IMC I L e f ) I ciyt^ b 1 1 iL I f d bt- l1 UVcI b puldl:^ 

r i win iU o iv^;i.l U ;y O |>^cj L.,ci 'I , oi kJ In mdin I nc pt„ i l-c i . I cnjc; uf.u. tyc ^n^w. 



I L 

/\^:.;iV>i/\NL:L IN :>l.LLi: It.t) m\-A\\. 
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NUl NLLlJLd 


lUTAl. 


No. 






% 


i. A[)rt'Sbi 1 Kj .idt.\.is iij wiltiiuj 
Ifiifirov ing rtNiding ills 
liiiprnv UHj math bk i L is 
I )v{ id 1 fU) u( ^ C a n M /I iUa ri I 1 ... . 


I,^Vc3 
1, 

1 , ; 3H 




1,691 

1 , 71)0 


S / . 9 
A9. 1 
. A 


,5, A 3b 



Those seniors planning to attend a postsecondary educational institution 
Ctechnicai, business, two- or four-year college) after high school 
ifuncatecJ lebb of a neeU tor assistance in all aiuas than uul Itiose 
planning to worivT^hu 1-t ime ur thfcse who were unuecideu aooul posl- 
grciUudliun pljnb, Ihube Odld are presented in IdhK^ s dfiO alsu reflect 
opiiiiun Uuil Utr' gruciLtr::>L fteeO tui li.u^.c bcmluii. p 1 af in 1 1 ig JLo wuik was 
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As a student's yearly household income increased, the. fieed fof assistance . 



xn 



all areas decreased. More than half of those seniors whose annual 



yearly household if^ome was -less than $23,UUQ indicated that they needed 
assistance in improviny math skills and deciding on career or continuing 
education. There is lULie difference between the students whose yearly 
huubehuiU HK^ome wdb oetween $^^i>,UUU and $4U,UUU and those students who 

cadie tlUli a r»uu:>ct)ul0 wtiUbc lf»L.UlitC «db uver J)4U,UUU. IfieSe UdLd die 

^.ic .cMlt-d iM Idbk; o it ^l.owiJ L;e nuttrU, fiowrvci , LhdL Lhu fn:reO fui 

r ,.. Am 1 -.v^.I v. . iny ,uoiri skills ai kJ ^Jc^.UJIm^j wI I r^Awic ^.ciiuCi wi CiJ^K.,ci 



1 i 1 c 



^.t.NiUH b_XhKLl3bbU NetlJ FUK (-uKlHL.K /\bbISTANCh 
IN bLLi'CIhU WLAS bY HOUbLiyLU INCUML-. 
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39.4 


416 


33.6 


i(n()ruviny math i^kills 


hJ] 






3BU 
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1)16 


44. 1 


IJeciding s/n (, ".Juft^r /l-duual k>( . 








383 


47.6 


1)37 


41). 9 



















Piijir detail Of, fjf:(.'(] for ,'r>M ^t.ir k:c tjy vdi led iuvf^i^ uf aniujai fiDUoctio I d 
ifMHHiif IS pr(".rnle(j in /\p[)tMVMx I!, Ial>le 28. 



C. Postsecondary PJ.ans 

A number of questions regarding postsecondary plans were posed" for t?he 
senior^ and based upon the responses, the seniors were divided into two 
groups, those planning educational pursuits and those not. Those plan- 
fling some form of education were ther^, asked to respond to additional 
qt.jebLioi"»b wtaufi win Uu oibcubsed latex in this rtpurt. 

ui peiLenl of trie lotdl respondents. hiowever, it should be noted 

Itiat tra-r. nuinbc-;t iiicluues 3// sludents who did not know what triey were 

.jwiit^j Uo^ bw llic iKiiuOci of ^IvjUcnlt. duLudlly Involved l(i po^^ I unJd I y 

cjuv-dllo. . v,vj.ilJ 1 1 1 cc»::>C , ' 



IKElY ACIIVllY AFTER HIoH . 



Acrivi lY 


NUMliliK 


Pl.KEt 


.Nl 


Attend j ^i-Year Uo Liege 


1 , /*uu 
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Attefid a 2-Year College 




11. 
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/\tte'ruJ a Vueational-Tec:[)ni(:al !>efu)ol 
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l fiL(?r Into /\[)()reMt Let? Irairilng 


103 
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lie'cDiiK; a l ull-lliiie MoimMiiakt.'r 




u. 




Join tfu? Military ^ 
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(.(;t a 1 ull-l ifiK.' Juh 


mu 


1 ^. 
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Don' t Know Yet 


5// 


[(] 




Dthej 


/IS 
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lotal 


3 J 'AV) 
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D. Similarities and Differences Between. Those Sen-fors Planning 

Postsecondary Education and Those Who Are Not ' 
Sex . In examining the plans of the seniors and differentiating by se^^ 

9 

as presented in Table 8, one xan see that certain activitie^ are more 
likely for one sex than the other. For instance, 63.2 percent of f^©ale 
bejiioib inltinU to enroll in some form of postseciDncfery education, while 

> pt^rcerU uf male :Deruui^ hdve ^^antc Inlciiliun. A Idryei diffei 

ciH^c: udO Uc i>cci ) wf»efi focuSiny upuii Iwu ui fuur- year publbecOnOai y 

1 1 lo I i I V J I 1 sy< lo O pci>.,»^i>l uf fcrualc ii«lcit«.J c<auii in c 1 1 1 it> i 

o IvMv ^cui ^, * fv.vji ycui ^/ilcjO, while Kjt \i y U ^/O'IucmL uf U to male 



TABLh b 

UlblKlbUllUN UF SENIORS^ BY MUST LIKELY ' 
MLlivlTY AFTER HIGH SCHOOL ANOlsY SEX UF RESPONDENT 





MAI 






FEMALE 


ML 1 iVi 1 Y 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


MUcihJ d 4 Yedi LoLieyc 




!>b 


/ 


lyi 


AA.6 


Attend a 2 Year College 


190 


10 


3 


216 


13.2 


Attend a V»^at iufiai-- lecriiiU-a I i„,>,i 


225 


12 


3 


122 ^ 


7. A 


Subtotal 


l,U7i 


58. 


3 


1,070 


65.2 


[.liter Into Ap()rent ic:t,' Frairuny 


/■/ 




9 


30 


1.8 


IkiccJiiK.; a l uLl-liim; Hoiiieiiiakur 


8 


0 


/( 


25 


1.5 


Jo id the Mil it.ii y 


116 


6. 


3 


2/t 


1 . ' .. 


C;et a 1 ull-l iiiie Job 


z'yz 


13 


8 


22/4 


13.6 


Don' t Know Yet 


210 


11 


5 


16/1 


10.0 


Uther 


107 


5 


8 


105 


6./t 


'>ul)total 




hi. 


7 


572 


3/t . 8 


lt)taL 


1,836 


lUU 


I) 


1^6/(2 


100.0 



Race. The race of the senior resp^dents was a significant factor in 
determining pb^tsecOihdary plans. As illustrated* in Table 9, almo.st .^9 
percent of Alaska Natives intend to pursue some type of pdstsecondary * 
education, while 60 percent ana 66 percent of black and Caucasian , 
seniors, respectively, indicated the same desire. A slightly different 
pictuic cdieiycb yyficij Uiib ycdr'b seniuTb cue compared to last year's. 

\ 

beuoiiddiy cOU<>,ollwn 1 1 1 c (j:^cvJ f 1^0(11 tu pciccnl. Uli ttic uthcX f )ai id , 

I I f I V . . I cjvjc ./f t-Jiox.K ;:>0(iloi^ w 1 U I Ifkut lliCciiL dev.. A <^ d oC J :3 1 ijf 1 1 T 1*^ ai 1 1 1 y ^ 

.5 

fio i> to .A) , A A^'^l fiollvt^ >o(ilol^, L.^vfuVCi^ t.UlillluJC lO ftaVc u lllVJ<^(. 

(.Kjl.. i , C I oi.ioij^ V/ r I,. 1 vit^vj icopwMLt. > thaf I d. .y u L ( iC i yiU*.Jp, cli»d Ihcy 

a 1 :3v; l.-j^J u I 1 1 yl ic i pt^.uciiLayc OT lilUbc piaflfiliKj lo cuter intO appl'd illCe 

traininy 



lAbi.L y 

uijIHlbLMiUN ur- SEINI0K5 bY MUbi LlKtLY 
JiviiY AhlLH HIGH SCHOOL AND BY KACL OF KESPUNULNl 





AbKA 


NATIVL 


BL ACK 




CAUCASIAN 


ALL UTHhKb 


/\l 1 1 V 1 1 t 


No. 






'A) 




Nu. _ 




No, 






100 






3b 


1 


1 ,u/U 


^(3.0 


IU2 


3d.l 


Attend a 2- Year Coiiege 


90 




16 


13 


2 


269 


11.3 


33 


12.3 


Attend a Vocationai- 




















TechniCai School 


.LU5 


lb.!> 


7 , 


6. 


7 


2U9 


8.9 


28 


10. /( 


Subtotal 


30:5 


/(O. / 


63 


60. 


u 


1 , bm 


66. U 


163 


60.8 


Lf)ter Into Apprentice 




















'Training 


ib 




2 


1. 


9 


36 ' 


l.h, 


10 


3.7 


becofi^e a Ful^-riine 




















HoHRMnaker 


') 


U.6 


L 


1. 


0 


23 


1.1 


2 


0.7 


Jo if) lUii Military 






•lu 


9. 




7/( 


3.2 


l/( 


3.2 


VyLil a f ui I- 1 line Jot) 


mi 


13. U 


Ui 


17. 


1 


33U 


1/(.U 


3U 


11.3 


Don' t. Know YfM, 


i/n 


71.6 




/(. 


0 


173<i 


7.3 


27 


UJ.l 


{)\.\\v.v 




6./( 


6 




7 


157 


3. a 


' 22 


8.2 


Subtotal 




'a1 . .5 


/(■/' 


/(U. 


U 




3/1. IJ 


1U3 


39.2 


lutal 




iUU.U 




lUU. 


U 


2,3/(3- 


lUU.U 


268 


IUU.U 
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Schooljgize. There is a striking difference Between those seniors" plan- 
ning to attend a four-year college an'd those^ seniors undecidecT about their 
^ture when dif ferervtiating by size of school th^^ attend. Table 10 shows 
that only 2b. 2 percent-of sehiors frqm small schools plan te ^attend a 
four-year coliega compared to A3. 6 percent of seniors from large schools. 
Muieovfcjf, ^1.4 percent of senlur^ frucn small schools ckj not know what they 

pidO lu Uu dtLci yicaJuallud i^udipciicJ Lu Udiy. b.l pclCcnt ffOm IdTye 



r 



I ^^^Jl LIU ' 

k . i ,. • Mitji M ivM i oi ^i^NjiORS b/ Mu^i I. in I i MLiivLTV 
AKltR flIGh a.€OL AND BY SIZE OF SChfUOl IN 
WHICH THE bENlUR iS ENROLLED 



ACTIVITY 


LARGE SCHQOLS 


SMALL SCHOOLS 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


Attend a A-Ysar College 


1,174 


43 


6 


190 




2 


Attend a 2-Year College 


320 


11 


9 


11 


10 


6 


Attend a Vocational- 














Technical School 






o 


8o 


ir. 


8 


Subtotal 




62- 


1 


3b3 


48 


6 


/ 

Lnlci iiilu MppLci ii^fci 














Trai. ang 










4 


t) 


oecome a h vil l i inru 














Homemaker 




u 




-J 


u. 


/ 


Join the Military 




3 




41 


5 


6 


(Jet a Full-Time Job 




14 


0 


89 


12. 


2 


Don*t Know Yet 


218 


8. 


1 


1^)3 


21 


4 


Other 


162 


6. 


0 


49 


6 


7 


'^Subtotal 




34, 


9 


374 


51, 


4 


' Total 


2,691 


100 


0 


727 


100.0 



Household IncoiiKj 



Annual houseliuld inconk; has coiitinuLMf t,o relate 



s li()ii(|ly t o '.i)!,'!: i t ic (KJ';t'.(!cnii(lary (ilans i)f ( Ik; "-.eiiKJi's over t,lii; past, 
four ye-ars. A lujiiiparisuii was made of t.lie res()onser, uC those seiuorr. t roiii 



ERIC 
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households with annual incon^es of less than $25,000, $25,000 to $A0,000, and 
more than $40,000. The results of this comparison are presented in liable 11. 
.As household income increases, -^so does the tendency of sei^iors to pursue 
/postsecondary activities at a four-year college, ^Thik^. howeVfr^j does not hold 
true for attendance at 'two-ypar colleges or vocatj/eSnal/technical schools. In 
fcitt, the higher the household income, the less likely it is for seniors to 
<iticnJ vi^ciiiandl/t.6cfu iiccil bchoolb. Aibu, as "* household iiKjunie increases, 
uiicui Ldinty about pubtbCL^unUdiy plarib uecieaseb. Almost 1/ peiuent uf those 

ooiilv;!^ whuSc f:^u\ jool lu 1 d liiv^ufliczj ACiC ii^^'^ IfkOM :t>^^,UUU IfidluatcU tlidt they dlU 

MiA Im K>»vv wl.o^ Ittcy iiil^nUcd lu do ^fleji. yi aUoa 1 1 i ^ wlillc uuf 1 dc i ab 1 y IcSS 

I I tu. . iU |.,Ciucta Ui«>>»::3c; oLv<dC. , (iKH\i i .»>>v J cic hu i d ^ 1.. Iilylici 1 1 vjiiic: ^'b i-cn^ke t S 
c u -> 3C<.J Lfic :janiO \ »uc i t a 1 1 1 1 y . 



TAbLL 11 

DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY MOST LIKELY 
mlTIVIIY after HIGH SCHOOL AND BY ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

f 





INCOME UNDER $25,000 


$25,000-$A0,000 


OVER $40,000- 


AC I IVl i Y 


No. 


% ■■ 


No. 


% 


No. 


% ■ 


MLLeniJ a ^(-Yeoi 














Col leye 




11 i 


355 


'^A. I 


628 


53 d 


nttend a z v^ui 














CuIIeye 


I 


1 i a 




i^:, 5 




IU,6 


Mttend a vjloLI .i 














Technical Schooi 




II ,y 


82 


10.2 


81 


6,9 


Subtotal 


599 


50^8 


538 


6^.8 


833 


71.3 


Enter Into Apprentice 














Training 


49 


A. 2 


; 18 


2.2 


25 


2.1 


Become a Full-Time 














Homeinaker 


16 


1.4- • 


9 


1.1 


4 


0.3 


Join the Military 


62 


5.3 


33 


4.1 


34 


2.9 


Get a Full'Time Job 


^185 


15.6 


95 


11.9 


132 


11.3 


Don' t Know Yet 


■ 198 


16.7 


63 


7.8 


78 


6.7 


Other 


71 


6.0 


49 


6.1 


63 


5.4 


Sut)total 


581 


/(9.2 


267 


33.2 


336 


28.7 


Total 


1,1 8U 


iuo.o 


805 


100. U 


1,169 


lUU.C) 




Grades Earned. The seniors were asked to indicate -what their grafles had 
been in high school, whether they had earned mostlyj A's, mostly B's,^ 
mostly C*s, or mostly below C*s. - ' * 



As one might suspect, ana consistent with surveys from the past two years, 
Ihube beniuib wriu tidineu mubliy A'b awo b'b indiCciLed their ir^lenlion Lo 



puibiic V pubi:3cuu(fUciiy eouudiiud tai iiiuie ricqucntly ^thari Lhube earrUny 
luwei yrdJcb. Mb laulc i,z inoicdifc:., neaily 64 percent ot Lhubc beniuxb 

caiiili>y inui>liy M'b |.><icini»cU lu ui i fvji uiuic o<.l uju 1 1 1 ly , wtUlc uui i:^ 1 Uc i ub 1 y 

oiiidlici pciCctauyCj ciid cviUtiil lui ^^ciilurb w 1 l^Tl luWci yidUc:^. Itfcic 1 c> , 
Iiuwcvci. a ::>ilyfil Uul SLcacJy u^ywciiJ IicckJ uf ^joiilui'S wltti luwci yiuOc^i 

pidcinifiy lu dtLetiU puSLSfcuonddry inblilullur.o. t-ui seniors earnir^y mubliy 
B's, the percenlage planning to go un for more schooling increased from 
64.3 to 66.6 from 1981 to 1983. For seniors earning mostly C's, the 
percentage change was from 42.3 to 48.2, and for seniors earning grades 
beiuw C, the peiuenlciyc L-f^dDyc Wd:^ fium Zl z lu z:3 . y . 



TABLE >2 • , . 

DISTRIBUTION OF SEtJI§RS BY MOST LIKELY I , 

TIVITY AFTER HIGH SCHOOL AND BY GRADES EARNED IH HIGH SCHOOL 



.ACTIVITY ' ' 

■ — W — — . ■ ^ ^ 


■ A's 


,B'5 




's 


Below C's 


No. 




No. 


% 


No. 


% 




% 


flfttenci a 4-Yeap College 




388 


71.0 


- m 


46.0 


254 


21.2 


5 


■ 4.6- 


Attend a 2-Yejari Col lege \ 




50 


9.2 


202 


12.3 


145 


12.1 


10 


9.2 


Attend a Vocarional Technical 


School 


19 


3.5 


135 


8.3 


179 


14'.9 


11 

1... ... 


10.1 




Suf)tOtdl 


dR7 




1 ,Uoo 


00.0 




; 48.2 


26 


23.9 


Enter Inlo Apprentice fralning 




/ 


I.J 


41 




^0 


4.2 


5 


4.6 


Become a Full -Time Homeiiidker 






0.4 


16 


1.0 


II 


0.9 


4 


3.7 


Join the Military 


1 


5 


0.9 


57 


3.5 


71 


5.9 


6 


5.5 


Get a Full -Time Jol 




J 


3.8 


186 


il.4 


^41 


^:0.2 


A 


27.5 


Don't Know Yet ' 




3/ 


6.8 


158 


9.7 


160 


13.3 


18 


16.5' 


Other J 




1/ 


3.1 


87 


5.3 


88 


, 7.3 


20 


18.3 








16.3 


545 


33.4 


621 


51.8 




76.1 




Total 


546 


100.0 


,^,633 


100.0 


1,199 


100.0 


/09 


, 100.0' 



■/ 



Occupational Choice , Seniors were asked to choose a first and second 
occupational preference from a list o.^ 58 technical and professional 
occupations. 'Business Management ' and Computer Programming arte solidly 
* the most popular choices bp^ tf^e seniors. Aviation Careers was also very 
popular. The top tour choices i-n descending order of ^popularity-, were; 



Uu:>iiiebb MdndQeiTfei il 

Cumputer Pruyramrniruj 
tduCdtiur* 



bee uj »U Piet6re(icc: 

oomputer Programminy 
Businesis Management 
Aviation dareerb 
Social Sciences 



with the cxct^ptiv.n uT bubiiifc-.s Management. Ihe maie senior^ pieferred 
the more technical and trade occupations while Elementary/Secondary 
education is clesrly the choice of female seniors. The top four choices, 
in descendifig^order uf pupUlarity, for male and female seniors were: 



Md Icj bet l l Ui J 

Business Manage(Tte(>l 
Autumoti>ye Repair 
^^eavy tquipdieht Upt^* 



hcinale Sgfiiorb 

L u,»(iv.i ltdiy/Secul iddiy LJuc^ul ion 
Business Management 
office Occupations 
Accouniing 
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A further., analysis was> conctucted to relate ^ d^pUpationai preference to 
race of respondentia As in the past, there seemed to be no particular 
patterns of bccupat^nal^^ preference based upon race.^ Indeed, for Black, 
Hispanic, and Oriental students, no clear preference for occupational 

' ^ i ' ^ ■ " ■ . 

choices, were evident. The top choices for Alaska Native and Caucasian 



beni6rb were; 



" Mlcj^Ka r id Live ^ LdUUdt)la»i 

\ \ ^ ^ 

/ 

UiblitcSb Mandyenient bubiiicc^^b Mdndyenienl 

Cuminercidl Ki shiny Computer Progranimifiy 

Accounting bidmei ltd I y /Secondary tovi^^oi. 

Eiieineiitdry/L>c(.;ui ujui.^ t i. , » ., BusinebS 4 Commerce, General 



A oepaidLc poVlIof . erf L(ic vcy Wdb Jc,x>U>vJ L*> ubLuinliiy mOre 

iriformatiun aboul inose seniors, planjniny to pursue postsecondary 
education. Mllhouyh the numljer of seniors indicating plans to attend 
school imiiiedidLely afl^r yraduation was fairly consistent at about 2,150 
If I lebpui&e Lu a nunibei uf uiobb cticuk I Lcinb Cbucfi db Income level b, sex , 
GiihJ Tduc;), II K_ luLdl nwHiUoi (.;r bcnJlui^ iebpuodlny lo specific (^ue5|^io(ib 
oil ^c.liiM>il..<j i,A.it.oj.>U Lo ^ /O^ \\\\^^ liM^icacacU fljuic lb do6UineU lu 

i I i\ A u Jc nwl V iy L I iu^jU ->c:illoi:L. will, filiit pC^ol ^Cl»oui f>ldl»o, UVJt dlbu 

d luiiibci vviio woie uikdecided anu were responding in d suppositional 
manner. That is, suppose I were to attend, then how would I answer? 
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state of Attendance. Seniors were asked to indicate the state in which 
they planned to pursue their postsecondary education. The evidence is 
clear that Alaska has increasingly become a more popular choice the past 
four years. In 1979-80, 31 percent of the high school seniors ^ indicated 
that they planned to pursue their postsecondary education in Alaska. 
That percentage increased to 36.5 percent in 1980-81, 40.6 percent in 
1981-82, and this year the percentage is 42.7 percent. Table 13 provides 
detailed information regarding where the students intend to pursue their 
postsecondary education activities. As. in previous years, Washington, 
California, Oregon, and Colorado are the, most popular states for those 
seniors who intend to enroll in institutions out-of-state. 



TABLE 13 
' DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY 
INTENDED STATE OF POSTSECONDARY ATTENDANCE 



STATE 


NUMBER 


percent' ' 


Alaska 


1,190 


k2.1 


Washington 


300 


10.8 


California 


296 


10.6 


Oregon 


152 


5.5 


Hawaii 


112 


4.0 


Col'oradc? . 


110 


3.9 


^Arizona 


'78 


2.8 


texas 


5A 


\ 1.9 


Montana 


k2 


1.5 


Idaho 


h\ 


1.5 . 


Utah 


35 


1.3 


Other* 


376 . 


13.5 


Total 


2,786 


loo.'o ~ 



♦Including foreign. 

- When the intended state of attendance w^is cross-referenced with the 
seniors' grades -ijn high school, no single state seemed^to draw heavily 

from any paxy^uiar grade group. 



The distribu,lllon for a few selected states is presented on a percentage^ 
basis in Table lA. It appears that those seniors electing attendance in 
Alaska are heavily represented by those earning mostly 3's and C's while 
in high school, but this distribution is largely due to the normal 
distribution of all seniors (also' presented ^ in Table lA). It should be 
noted, however, that the percentage of seniors planning to attend school 
in Alaska,- and who earned mostly A's, is steadily increasing. In 1980-81 
the percentage was 8.8, in 1981-82, 12,6 percent, and this /year it is 
lA . 3 percent . ' " • 



g TABLE lA 

PERCENTAGE DpTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY^SELECTED 
STATES OF PLANNED ATTENDANCE AND BY GRADES EARNED IN HIGH SCHOOL 



SENIORS' 
GRADES 


ALASKA 


WASHINGTON 


"OREGON 


CALIFORNIA 


COLORADO 


ALL SEhipRS 


Mostly A's 
Mostly B's 
Mostly C's 
Below C's 


U.3 
50.3 
33.8 
1.6 


23.5 
50.2 
23.9 
2. A 


18. A 
59.9 

20 A 
1.3 . 


2A.0 
A6.0 
27.7 
2.3 


19.1 
39.1 
39.1 
2.7 


15.7 

3A.A 
3.1 ^ 


Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



Another way of examining these same data is to compare Alaska's drawing 
power, within the grade distribution of seniors, to the drawing power of 
"outside". This is presented in Table 15 and differs from Table lA in 
that the question addressed in Table 15 is: of those seniors earning 
most^^y A's (or B's, C's, etc), how many plan schooling in Alaska; while 
the question in Table lA is: of those seniors planning schooling in 
Alaska, how many earned mostly A's (or B's, C's, etc.)? In the analysis 
which led to Table 15, it was discovered that 66.5 pefcent of the seniors 
earning mostly A's in high school who planned postsecondary attendance, 

planned it for "outside" of Alaska, It is very significant that this 
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percentage has declined sharply over the past three years; in 1980-81, 
83.7 percent of the seniors earning mostly A's planned postsecondary 
education ilfeutside" of Alaska. 

TABLE 15 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY 
GRADES EARNED IN HIGH SCHOOL AND BY 
PLANNED POSTSECONDARY ATTENDANCE IN OR OUT OF ALASKA 



SENIORS' GRADES - 


ALASKA 


OUT-OF-STATE 


TOTAL 


^ Mostly A's 
Mostly B's 
Mostly C's 
Below C's 


33.5 
43.1 
48.3 
34.6 


66.5 
56.9 
51.7 
65.4 


100.0 
flOO.O 
400.0 

100,6 



/ 



It is important to try to understand why those 'seniors earning mostly A's 
•) plan to attend postsecondary institutions outside of the state. Although 
a more detailed presentation is found later in this report, the survey^ 
contained a question which asked the seniors to indicate whichj^ factors 
were important in their decisions about institutions. Of those seniors 
who earned mostly A's and intend to enroll in an institution of Alaska, 
the most important reason was the "availability of program" followed 
closely by "reputation or prestige of the school". This finding 
p^^^^ 1p1 Q very closely the research regarding "brain drain" in other 
states. As noted in last year's report, Maryland provides a good example 
of that research. The Maryland State Board for Higher Education conducts 
an annual survey of high school seniors who were semi-finalists in the 
National Merit and National Achievement competition. They find that the 
most important factor in college choice cited by students going out of 
state is "institutional reputation". Having a quality program in the 

student's major is the second most important reason, 
^ -21- 



For those Alaskan students who intend to enroll in institutions within 
the sta^e, the most impjprtant reason was "low tuition and expenses" and 
the second most important reason was "program availability"-. 

When addressing the question of "brain drain" then, we find that a higher 
percentage of Alaska's higher-grade-earning seniors are indeed looking 
"outside" for their postsecondary schooling. This is,- however, not 
unlike the experiences of other states. 

Alaska Attendance. When asked which institution in Alaska they planned 

to attend, 36 percent of the responding seniors indicated the University 

of Alaska-Fairbanks, followed by the University of Alaska-Anchorage, , with 

1 

17 percent. .The responses to this question are presented in Table 16. 

\ 

It is interesting to note that the fourth and sixth most popular 
institutional choices of the seniors were- the Alaska Vocational Technical 
Center at Seward and the Alaska Business College in Anchorage, 
respectively. This pattern is consistent over several years and the 
survey continues to show that these two institutions, which are dedicated 
to preparing persons for employment in selected occupational and career 
fields, have strong drawing power. 
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TABLE 16 
DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY 
CHOICE OF ALASKAN POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION 



INSTITUTION 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Anchorage Community College 


1A8 


12. A 


Chukchi Community College 


5 


O.A 


Kenai Peninsula Community College 


30 ' 


2.5 


Ketchikan 'Community College 


5 


O.A 


Kodiak Community College 


A 


0.3 


\>C\ i<^knkw i m nnmmi in 1 1* v Pn 1 1 pnp 


1 s 


1 7 
i. • ^ 


Matanuska-Susitna Community College 


\k 


1.2 


INUILIIVyCoL UUIIIIIIUI 1 i. Ly UUllCUC 


J 


U.J? 


Pt innp William inH nnmmi in i t* v/ Hn 1 1 onp 
1 iiiiuc niiii.ciMi ouuiiu uuiiiiiiui iJ. Ly uuiicyc 


A 


U.J? 


Sitka Community College 


7 


0.6 


1 di idi Id vdiicy uuiiiiiiui 1 i. Ly uuiicyc 


7 


u . o 


Extension Center Near Home 


3 


0.3 


COMMUNITY rOLLFGF SUBTOTAL 






University of Alaska-Anchorage 


201 


,16.9 


Univprsitv of Al aska-Fa i rhanks 


432 " 


36. 3 


University of Alaska-Juneau 
^ '■ 


17 


1.4 


UNIVERSITY CENTER SUBTOTAL 


650 


5A.6 


Ala<^ka Rihlp Cn 1 1 PHP 


9 


0.8 


Al?^<^k?^ Pp^rifir 1 In i v/p i 




5.7 


Sheldon Jackson College 


38 


3.2 


PRTVATF rni 1 FRF SIJRTHTAI 


1 1 5 


9 . 7 


fllcacL'ci Riicir^pcc PnllpriP 
HldoKd DUolllcoo UUllcyc 




4 . 4 


Alaska Vocational Technical Center at Seward 


78 


■6.6 


Trade, Technical School 


'^l 


1.8 


Hutchison Career Center 


12 


1.0 


Kotzebue Technical Center 


15 


1.3 


OCCUPATIONAL SCHOOL SUBTOTAL 


180 


15.1 








Total 


1,190 


100.0 
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Reasons for Institutional Choice. Why a senior chooses to attend a 
particular institution is a question of great interest to those persons 
involved in postsecondary education. The seniors were asked to indicate, 
from a list of 16 possible reasons, which factors were important in their 
decisions about institutions. The seniors were to pick the two most 
important reasons and also the least important reason affecting the 
choice of the postsecondary institution they planned to attend. 

The most important reasons for institutional choice were "availability of 
program", "closeness to home", and "reputation or prestige of school". 
This was followed closely by "low tuition and living expenses" and 
"geographic location". "Availability of program" stands out because of 
the large number of seniors indicating ft as the most important reason 
for attending school. (See Table 17.) Also, it has continued to be the 
top choice since 1978. The least important determinants of college 
selection for the seniors were "friends will be there," "religious 
atmosphere," "close to home," and sorority/fraternity/student 
organizations on campus". 

! - ' 
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TaE 17 
REASONS FOR SELECTING A 
P0ST5EC0NDAR Y^OUCAT lONAL IMST ITUT ION 



i 

REASON 


MOST IMPORTANT 


SECOND 
■ MOST IMPORTANT 


LEAST IMPORTANT 


Number 


Percent " 


Number 


Percent 


Numbeii 


Pe'rc^/it 


nVaxiciuiiiLy ui riuuiaiii 


611 


24.0 


246 


9.4 


58 


2.3 




308 


12.0 


323 


. 12.4 


292 


11.5 


Rpniitptinn nr Prpc;tinp nf Srhnnl 


284 


11.1 


206 


7.9 ■ 


134 


5.3 


1 rwii Tiiif I'nn ghH 1 ivyinn FYnoncoc 
LUW lUlLiUIl dllU LIVIML) LApclloco 


272 


10.6 ^ 


255 


, 9.8 


143 


5.6 

1 


npnnrflnhip 1 nrpt inn 


260 


10.2 


382 


14.7 


211 


8 3 


Encouragement from Parents/Relatives 


243 


9.5 


258 


9.9 


109 


h 


fl\/ai li^hi 1 1 nf lnh<; Whilp in Srhnnl 

nValldUlllL y Ul JUUD III Hit/ 111 Jl^l (UUl 


99 


3.9 


137 




125 ^ 


' 4.9 


flwai 1 ;jhi 1 1 f \y nf Fini^nnfal Aid 
nVallaUlliLy Ul i Xi idl iLldX niu 


% 


3.7 


165 


.6.3 


79 


3.1 


rripnrlc Will Rp ThpfP 
r i Xci tUo niii DC iiicic 


11 


3.0 


'183 ^ 


7.0 


417 


16.3 


Tnf PTPnl 1 Pfii afp AthlpfipQ 


12 


2.8 


104 


4.0 


140 


5.5 


Intramural Athletics 
tncourdyciiicnL iroiii icdLneis 


10 

1 u 


2 7 


84 


3 2 


139 


5 5 


62 


2.4 


75 


■2.9 


64 


'2.5 


Religious Atmosphere 


^5 


2.1 


55 


2.1 


1 318 


12.5 


Encouragement from College Representatives 


21 


0.8 


35 


1.^3 


38 


1.5 


Availability of College Housing 


19 


0.7 


58- 


2.2 


76 


3:0 


Jororities/FrateTnities 


U 


0.5 


45 


1.7 


200 


7.9 

; 

Ci. 


|tal 


,2,561 


100.0 


2,611 


100.0 


2,543- 


100.0 
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As was shown earlier in this report, more seniors intend to enroll in 

^-state institutions than in past years. A major reason ^for the 

increase of in-state attendance is the availability of low tuition and 

living, expenses. To explain further-, the reasons why students attend* 

in-state or out-of-state inst itifTt.ions, institutional choice was 
^ ■ 

cross-referenced with the state of planned attendance, the results of 
which are presented in Table ^8. Also, those factors affecting choice ^ 
were further analyzed on an in-state basis. A cross-tabulation was run 
between reasons for institutional choice and Alaskan institution 
indicated. The results of those data for selected ^institutions are shown 
in Table 19. 

A very consistent pattern exists among those seniors who intend to enroll 
out-of-state. In ^all cases except Hawaii the principal reason foT 
institutional choice was "availability of program". 



For those stY^ent^ attending institutions within the state, the principal 
factors affecting institutional selection were "low tuition", "closeness 
to home", and "availability of program". 

•4 
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TABLE 18 

REASONS FOR SELECTING /t ROSTSECONOARY 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OISTRIBUTEO BY STATE 



STATE V 


PRiMARY REASON 


SEl:Ot/of\RY REASON 


Alaska 

Washington 

.California 

Oregon 

Colorado 

Hawaii^ ^ 


Close to Home ^ - 
AvailabiM-ty of Program 
Availability of Program 
Availability of Program 
Availability of Program 
Geographic Location 


Close to Home 
Geographic Location 
Geographic Location 
Geographicm-ocation 
Geographic^Location 
Geographic Location 



^ TA§LE 19 

REASONS FOR SELtCTING'A PARTICULAR 
ALASKA ROSTSECONOARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION ^ 



, INSTITUTION 


PRIMARY REASON 


SECONOARY REASON 


Univ. of Alaska-Fairbanks 
Univ. of Alaska-Anchorage 
Univ. of Alaska- Juneau 
All Community Colleges 
Alaska Pacific University 
Sheldon Jackson 

Alaska Business College 
Alaska Vocational- 
Technical Center 


Low.Tuitipn and Expenses 
Close to Home 
Availability of Program 
Close to Home 
Availability of Program 
Encouragement from 
Pai;ents /Relatives 
Availability of Program 
Availability of Program 


Close to Home ' 
Close to Home 
■"Close to Home 
Close to Home 
Close to Home 
Friends Will Be There 

Availability of Jobs 
Close to Home 



Familiarity with Financial Aid. . - The seniors were asked about their 
familiarity with, and intent to use, various types of financial aid 
available for postsecondary education. As one can < see in Table 20, the 
program with which the seniors were most familiar (when combining 
familiarity with intent to use) is the Alaska State Student Loan 
•Program. Four out of five of the students responding 'to this survey are 
aware :of the program. 



TABLE 20 

SENIORS' FAMILIARITY WITH AND INTENDED 
USE OF SELECTED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 



PROGRAMS 


FA^fILIAR WITH 


INTEND 


TO USE 


Total 
Percentage 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


fifell Grant 


389 


11.1 


152 


A. 3 


15. A 


dSL (Guaranteed Student Loan) 


1,187 


33.8 


375 


10:7. 


AA.5 


Alaska State Student Loan 


1,309 


37.3 


1,502 


A2.8 


. 80.1 


Native Corp. Assistance 


956 


27.3 


180 


5.1 


32. A 


CETA 


1,171 


33. A. 


119 


3. A 


37.8 


BIA 


950 


27./ 


~ 159 


A. 5 


31.6 


ROTC ' 


1,708 


A8.7 


lOA 


3.0 


51.7 


SEIG (State Educational 










18.9^ 


Incentive Grant) 


539 


15.A 


121 


3.5 
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Plans to Return ^to Alaska. Those seniors planning postsecondary 
education of Alaska were asked if they planned to return to t^e state 
after completing their schooling. In 1980-81, 72.2 percent indicated 
that they did plan to return to Alaska. Th|p. percentage decreased- 
slightly to 69.1 percent In 1981-82 but, increased almost 10 points to 
77.6 percent this year. There remains, however, a strong relationship 
between the distance one intends to go away frpm the state and the 
intention to return after schooling. A regional distribution is 
presented in Table 21 which indicates thaj:, in general, the propensity to 
return decreases as the student attends school farther away from Alaska. 



TABLE 21 

DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS "PLANNING ATTENDANCE 
"OUTSIDE" BY REGION OF ATTENDANCE* AND BY 
INTENTION TO RETURN TO ALASKA AFTER SCHOOLING 



REGION OF PLANNED 
ATTENDANCE 


PEt tNT iJ! 




1 


Northwest 


a 

75.5 






West 


68.8 






Southwest 


63.5 






Midwest 


63.0 






South 


5A.3 






Southeast^ 


A0.6 






East ' ^ 


71. A 






Northeast 


5A.1 







* REqiONS: Northwest: WA, OR, ID, MT; West: CA, HI, NV, UT, CO, WY; 

Southwest: A2, NM, TX, OK; Midwest: NO, SD, NE, KS, MN, WI, MI^ lA, MO, 
IL, IN, OH; South: FL, GA, AL, MS, LA, AR; Southeast: VA, NC, SC, 
TN, KY; East: PA, NJ,'*MD, DE, WV, DC; Northeast: ME, VT, NH, 
NY, MA, CT, RI. 
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SUMMARY ' 

A \ ■ 

Alaska's high school seniors have now responded to six consecutive annual 
surveys. Responses have been generally consistent over the six-year 
period, and support the following conclusions. ^ 

1. Most seniors are generally quite satisfied with theit high school 
experiences. Those pctrticular areas which have received the. highest 
number of "outstanding" marks are counseling and guidance services and 
athletic and recreational facilities. Compared to last year, there was ^a 
decline in the percentage of seniors expressing satisfaction with their 
overall high school experience, from 90 to 83 percent. It remains to be 
seen if this represents a trend. 

2. Seniors from small schools are not as satisfied with their high 
school experience as seniors from large schools. This is particularly 
evident when considering variety of courses and library and learning 
center facilities. 

3. Regardless of whether 4^hey plan to pursue further schooling, many 
seniors feel that they need assistance in improving mathematics skills 
and in developing career or educational plans. . ^ 

4. Those^seniors who have higher household incomes and who earn 
higher grades are more likely to plan schooling beyond high school than 
are oth6r seniors. 

V 

5. Proportionately, considerably fewer seniors from small schools 
plan to attend four-year colleges than seniors from large schools. Also, 
a much larger percentage of seniors from small schools are undecided 
about what they plan to do after graduation than seniors frofn large 
schools. 
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6. The percentage of students who choose to remain in Alaska for 
postsecondary education has increased in the past three years. Another 
way to look at this statistic is to say that, although a majority of 
seniors stil!^ go '-ciutside" for their schooling, the percentage of 
students leaving thfe state is continuing to diminish. > 

7. There " doe§\ not seem to be a direct correlation between grades 
earned in high school and geographic choice. Although many students in 

'all grade categories are drawn "outside",^ the tendenfcy to plan 
out-of-state attendance is highest among those seniors who earned mostly 
A's in ^ high school. Institutional reputation and availability , of 
programs are the reasons that "A"' students cite^ for choosing their 
schools. Other state§ .have reported similar propensities among their 
higher'-grade-earning seniors. - 

8. ^egardles^, of the grades they earned in high school, seniors 
choose particular out-of-state educational institutions primarily because 
of the availability of tertain (Programs. Students choose particular 
Alaskan institutigns because of availability of prdgrams and proximity. 

9. The University of Alaska's Fairbanks and Anchorage camp^uses 
continue to be the top choices for those students who remain, in Alaska 
for further schooling; again this year over 50 percent of in-state 
students indicated that they plan to attend one of these institutions. 

10. Approximately 16 percent of students remaining in Alaska plan to 
attend vocational-technical and private proprietary schools. Those 
institutions with the greatest drawing power are Alaska Business College 
and Alaska Vocational Technical Center at Seward. 
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'11. A high proportion of the seniors planning to attend school 

■ ' i 

out-of-state also plan to returh to Alaska after completing thei^ 
schooling. This proportion has increased dramatically over last year. 
Future surveys will ascertain if this upward trend will continue. 

The information from this survey is compiled on an individual high school 
^asis, and returned to each participating school. This feedback enables 
the $econdary officials to better plan or respond to and for the high 
school students' needs. The information and results are a^so used on a 
statewid'fe^ basis for planninQ and analysis of postsecondary resources for 
Alaskans. 
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PLACIi I IN THE RESPONSE SPACE FOR "YES" i<iND 2 FOR **N0" for questions 6 through 10. 



6. English is the language nnost frequently spoken in my home. 

; 

7 I have had the following cmploynnent experiences: 



RESPONSE 
(Enicr 1 or 2) 



A held a regular part -tinne^job while in school 

B. held a fuU-tinfic job during the sunimer 

C. participated in work-study or distributive education while in school 
D supervised the work of others 

t never worked . 

« I need assistance in the following educational areas: 
A expressing my ideas in writing 

B improving reading speed or conipichcnsion * 
C improving math skills'' 

D deciding on a career, occupafion or cdacdiiorial plaf»i 
V I plan tt» lake oi have already lakcn I Tie AC I (Amcncan C v^ll^fe,*. Itj^ti.^ 
lO I plan li) lake oi have latcn itkC ^A 1 (S<.hold:5Uc AplHudc I cM) 



(FMactMhc appropriate' rnim her in the space' pi'ovidcd ) 

1 MoslK A's 3. Mostly C's 

2 Mostly IJ's 4 Mostly hc-low ( 's 

1 2 1 istcd hcKnv arc a number o\' characteristics of your high school. You arc asked to rank each one on how 
hcncficial it has been to you That is, how well did it contribute to your experience as a student'^ IMcasc 
use the following ranking ^calc and use your own experience for tlic ranking, not what you have heard 
t r orn (nhcr\ 

I ( )ijlslandni»^^^ ^ I'v.vi 

? Aveia^U- 4 Not piv.vuKJ (^.m .,|»plK.a.u 



K1SK)NSH 
(Enter 1. 2. 
} or 4) 



tAl .^l'< >NM 

ilnm I. 2. 
\ OI 4) 



1 v^uaIKV >I isUuLtl 

(OunsciUij^ or guidim. . 
) Special lielp or progran s for i » > ^ i ^ 

S^liool rules, regulatu^ns anil diseiplt;u* 

ANMgninetn o( grades or inaiks 
1 Xdiletn tn tecteatUMia! tacdilii". 
1 1 ibian and learning eenlei^ 

lahoi.iloiv taeilities * vH^* 
.t( KMial 1 1 am ing ( itul iisu lal, business, home et oiuMiiK*., etc ) v,.-.,y 
k SaiiNta^ lion wiih \ont high '.chool exiu'rieiux (ueiall 
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RESPONSE 
(Enter 1-9) 



13. 



What are you most likely to be doing this time next year? 

Use the following hst to indicate your response. (Choose only one answer.) 

1 . Don*t know yet. 

2. Join the military. 

3. Get a full-time job. 

4. Become a fuli-iime homemaker. 

5. Enter into apprentice training. 

6. Attend a vocational-iechnjcal school. 

7. Attend a^our-year college. 

8. Attend a two-year college. 

9. Other: . . (Please specify). 

/ 
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Please intlicaie by number your luM and second uccupauonal choice, choosing from the list in Table A. 
located on page 4 of ihis survey. / 



KfcSPONSr 
(Enter 10-99) 



B My second occupaiional choice — 
W YOU IM) NOT PI AN TO OO OIN hOK MOKh HOul \lWr SKIP 1 Hfc REST Oh 1 Hh SURVEY. 



16 



i 

Using the .ode tound in Table B on page 4 of the bUivey. indicate by number ihe state in which you plan 
to attend a posisccondary inslilulion 

If your answer was Alaska in question 15, indicate which Alaskan inslilulion you plan to attend by using 
the list m Table C on page 4 of the survey. (If you arc not going to schoolin Alaska, skip this question) 



17 Kega1dle^s of where you aie going to school, why have you made that choice'^ Use the number codes 
below to select tlie two most important reasons and the one least important rcascyi for your choice. 



RESP<)NSl: 
(Kn(cr 1-52) 



RRSF'ONSl: 
(enter I 22) 



Rl'.SPONSh: 
(enter 1 17) 



Most important reason for my selection 
Second most imporlanl reason for my selection 
Leasi important reason for my selection 

Intramural athletics/recreational activities 
Sororities/ fraiernilies/sludcnt organizations on 

3 Geographic locaiion/wcalhcr /climate 

4 lincouragcincnl from parents/relatives 
iMjcouragcinenl from leachcrs/principal/counsclor 
1 ncourageincni fioin college representative 
Availabililv ol jobs while in school 
I ow tuition and living expenses 
Kepiitaljon oi picsiige of school 



lO 

11 

12. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 



Avdilabiliiy of program 
Availability of financial aid 
Close to home 
Religious atmosphere 
My friend.*^ will be there 
Availability of campus housing 
Intercollegiate athletic program 
Other (please specify) 



RiisroNSi 

(enter 1 or 2) 
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Do you plan to live in Alaska upon completion of your chosen 
piogram'' 

I . Yes 2: No 
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TABLE A 
LIST OF 0( XT PATIONAL C HOK KS 



PI lASl CHOOSI IHI- NUMBER Ol YOliK HKSl AND SI ( ONl) OC C UPA TION Al 
I Ha I BISI I IIS WU'k CiOAl S. AND ill I IN X[\l KISPONSI HI ANK^ ON PACIl 
10 AC.KR'l I n Kl OK ANIMAl S( II NC I 
I I I OKI SIK^ SC II N( I 

i: IDRISIK^ PKOIH ( llONi PKOC J SSlNd 
1^ NAU KM KISOI KCJ MANAC.IMINT 
14 f ISMI Kll S SC II NC » 
P ( (^M\U K( I \l I ISHIS(, 
l^ SI W ( UH) PK( )( I SS|N(, 
:(1 \Kt I im ( II KI 
: I IS II KIOK |)i Sl( iN 

:4 I il I S( II \( I . <,|M KM (AN\I()\n . 
H \i I } KM )| i H.\ )\\{ H { )< ,^ . U()I 
Hit M I H /I K II 0( ,^ IK) 

( ( )MMl MM ( IK S( M I M SI KVU I S <1 \ I \K >K( I Ml Nl . IIKI PK* t 
11(1 lOS IM HI k -VDMINISr K'\ riON SO(l\l UOKk I'XKKSWDKI 
R\ )S M AS \( .1 MIM . I I ( ) 

S( )( 1 \l S( (I I S I \N 1 HKOPi M ( 
I ( ( tN< )M|( S mSIOK^ . POl I I H M 
PS^ I M( H ( H . V M( ) 

>MMI \ c.i M K Al 



I I Ol ( H ,> . ( .1 Nl IKS, MAKIM 



\ K( H M ()[ ( H , > i KlMlN( >1 ( 
S( II S( I . S{ )( KM I K <^ 



HI SI \| SS A I 
M i 1 X S I 1S( , 
\ I )\ I K 1 isisi , 

h \sKi s< . 

Ml ^tM SS .M \ . 1 M, , 
t M t 't f 1 M 1 1 (• \ I h >ss 
kll K I \ ! h 'S \ I ( )l K ISM 

! K \ssri tH I \ I K )S \ f I Hi I ti . 

i I iMMl Sl( \ M( )\s ( ,1 M K A, 
l< »l KS \l !SM 

MKO\()( \Ni |\(, (R \OI() A TV ) 
\|)\ I K ! ls|\i , 

V > >MI't II U \ IM ( »KMA I lOS Sl K \ !( ( S 
K { >MIM I \ H }'Ri M ,K \\'1MIS( . » 



V 
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C HOK I FKOM rm I ISI lU'lOW SM I C r I Ml ()(.( IJI'AT lONAI AKl-.A 
3 OI- THl SLiKVl ^ W irH THl NLiMHI KS HAV I SM I C Tl D 

DATA PKOC l.SSINC. 
C'OMPIJ II K«SVSn MS ANAt.VSlS 
f-OKTlON I AN(,llAOI S MUMAMI II S ^ 

KM iciioi'S sninii s i inoi oci> 

MOMI I ( ONOMU S I AMIl > I II 1 SKII I S 
I RADI VO( A I ION Al , T.l M KM 
A VIA I ION 1 I ( MN( )t ( X ,^ 
AL TO Kl PAIK (I SCilNl Ac HOD^ ) 
( AKPI S I K^ A ( ( )SS I Kl 'C T ION 
DII SI I I I ( HSOl 0( 
1 I I C 1 Kl( I I ^ (Hoi SI W IKlNci) 
Ht A\ ^ I Ql IPMI N I OPl K A I IONS 
Wll DIN( 1 AMI 1 Al lAHKU AllON 
(. OSME- lOl ()(.> 

AV lA I ION Al ASS( )( I.AT I D ( AKI I KS (C OM\ll K( lAl Pll Ol . 
Sn W AKDl SS. I T(. ) 

M [All N I AKN AND OK SI ( ONDaK> I I )l i A I ION 
I N(,IN1 I KINO, (il Nl KAI 
AF KOSPA( I I NOIM I KINC, 
I I I ( IKK A I I S(,1M I KINO 
Ml ( MAMC M I S(,IM 1 KIS(, 
I IM OK AI'PI II D \K IS (.1 SI K-\i 
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TABLE 22 



DISTRIBUTION 


OF SENIORS BY 


SEX 


SEX 


■ ' NUMBER 


PERCENT 


Male 


1,836 


52.4 


Female ^ 




/i Q 


No Response 


27 




TOTAt 


3,505 


100.0 



lABLt 23 

UiSTRIBlJTlON OF bENIUKb bv KALt 



KALt •■ 




NUMBtK 


PERCENT 


Aidbkd Ndllvcf 




787 


'22. 5 


Black 




105 


3.0 


Orienidl 




61 • 


1.7 


Caucas ian 




2,345 


66.9 


Hispanic , 




42 


1.2 


''t3ther 




133 


3.8 


1^0 Response 


/ 


32 


0.9 


TGIAi. 


3, 505 


100.0 



TABLt' 24 ^ 
OISipiBUTION OF Se'nIOK:^ 
Q>jNUAL HOUSEHOLO INCOME 



ANNUAL INCOME 


NUMbtH 




UiuJur $8,000 


303 


8.6 


$8,000 to 14,999 


339 


9. 7 


$r),000 1.0 24,999 




1 . 4 


$2^,000 to .vy,oo9 


[]{h 


2 . U 


$40, [100 or ovtM' 




^ . 


No [Response 




1 0 . 0 


lOlAL 




100.0 



i 



TABL^ 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS 
BY PRIMARY HOME LANGUAGE 



PRIMARY SPOKEN HOME 
LANGUAGE 


NUMBER 


PERCENT 


English ^ 
Other 

No Response 


3,190 

295 
20 


91.0 
8. A 
0.6 


TOTAL ' 


3,505 


100.0 



If^lt 26 
uibmlBUTlON OF btNlOKb 
BY WORK EXPERIENCE 



1 Yr"L ut- rtUHK 


YhS 




NO 




NO KhSHUNSh 


TOTAL 


" " NO . 


% 


NO. 


% 


NO. 


% 


NO. 


% 


Part-1 ime . Jab 


2,A23 


69.1 


1, 


OAO 


29 


7 


A2 


1.2 


3,505 


100.0 


Full- Time Summer 


















3,^05 




Job 


2,6A7 


75.5 




817 


23. 


3 


Al 




100.0 


Work Study 


1,109 


31.6 


2, 


302 


65. 


7 


9A 




3,505 


100.0 


Supervised Others 


i,AA2 


Al. 1 


1, 


977 


56. 


A 


^6 


^.5 


3,505 


100.00 


No Work Experience 


322 


9.2 


2, 


992 


85. 


A 


191 


5. A 


3,505 


100.0 



> 

lABLh 27 

DISTRlbUIiUN OF SENIOKS BY KAUNL, 
ut- SELECTED HIGH SCHOOL CHARAUTEPllSTiLS 











SENIOR RATING 










OUTSTANDING 


AVERAGE 


POOR 




No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


Variety of Courses' 




7AA • 


21.2 


2 


215 


63.2 


466 


13.3 


(Juality of Instruction 




830 


23.7 


2 


365 


67.5 


228 


6.5 


Counseling Services 


1 


,212 


3A.6 


1 


596 


A5.5 


501 


1A.3 


Special t-telp, if Needed 




796 


22.7 


1 


820 


:-51.9 


AA6 


12.7 


School Rules and Discipline 




685 


19.5 


1 


857 


53.0 


8A9 


2A.2 


Grades, Marks, and Promotion 




529 


15.1 


2 


630 


75.0 


286 


8.2 


Athletic & f^ecjeation 


















Facilities , 


1 


,206 


3A.A 


1 


710 


A8.8 


A 75 


Library & Learning Centers 


1 


,001 


28.6 




886 


53.8 


A 73 


Vocational Training 




981 


28. U 


2 


152 


61. A 


285 


8.3 


Overall Satisfaction ^ 


i 


,066 


30. A 




857 


53.0 


3AA 


9.8 



t 



in 



TABLE 28 , 
DISTRIBUTION OF SENIORS BY NEED ' 
FOR ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE AND BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME 



~t 

ANNUAL 
HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME 






AREAS OF 


ASSISTANCE 


0 




WRITING ( 


READ] 


:ng 


MATHEMATICS 


P ADCCD 

LMKLLK 


Dl AMMTMP 


YES , 


NO 


YES 


NO 


YES 


NO 1^ 


YES 


NU 


unoer j)o,uuu 


167 


124 


176 


115 


201 


93 


187 




$8,000 to $14,y9y 


154 


175 


159 


172 


194' 


137 


195 


135 


$15,000 to $2A,99y 


214 


316 


231 


300 


282 


249 


276 


254 


$25,000 to $39,999 


294 


495 


317 


471 


380 


413 


383 


408 


$A0,000 or over 


388 


- 752 


416 


724 


516 


637 


573 


612 


No Response 


145 


196 


144 


199 


182 


162 


160 


182 





















luiUHi iuri OF SEnIU\.> o. ^jmUL^ 
LAHNLU IN HIGH SCHOOL AND dY SLX 



uRMUbb 

Mostly A's- 
Mostly B's 
Mostly C's 
Below L ' s 

No F^ebponse 



[ U 1 ML 



MALL 


FEMALE 


TOTAL 


Numbe r 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Numbe r 


Percent 


216 


39.6 


330 


60.4 


546 


100.0 


7b8 


47.3 


856 


52.7 


1,624 


100.0 


765 


64. 7 


418 


35.3 


1,183 


100.0 


82 


76.6 


25 


23.4 


107 


100.0 


5 


27.8 


13 


72.2 


18 ■ 


100.0 




52./ 




47 .2 _ 


3,478 


100. U 1 



LAHiMtJ ii\ HiuH J..>€UL AnD uY KMCL 



, ll i.- -l .1 , 


, kA 


NATIVE 


' BLACK 


CMUCASiAN 


U 




NO. 


% 


No. 


% 


NO. 


% 


'hp. 


% 


Mostly A's 


75 


9.5 


/ 


6. 7 


427 


18.2 


35 


14.8 


Mostly B's 


5/ / 


47.9 


30 


28.6 


1,113 


47.5 


1D2 


43.2 


Mostly C's 


302 


38.4 


62 


59. U 


743 


31.7 


74 


31.4 


Below C's 


26 


3.3 


6 


5.y 


55 


2.3 


21 


8.9 


No Response 


7 


0.9 


0 


O.U 


7 


0.3 


4 


1.7 


TOTAL 


78/ 


100.0 


105 


100.0 


2,345 


100.0 


236 


100.0 
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